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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to amendment filed November 26, 2007, where 
applicant amended claim 1, cancelled claims 51-52, and added new claims 53-54. Claims 1- 
37,53 and 54 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/26/2007 have been fully considered and are found to be 
persuasive. However, a new ground of rejection is presented in light of Applicants amendment. 
Applicants arguments are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

3. Claims 1 and 53 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claims recite a "personal base process" on a computer 
system/network. Paragraph 65 lines 2-5 of Applicants specification mention that the "bases can 
be implemented entirely in software". Therefore it is clear that a possible embodiment of the 
invention can be a program per se, which is not directed to a process occurring as a result of 
executing the program on an actual physical machine. For a claim like this to be statutory, an 
actual hardware device is required (as mentioned in paragraph 65 lines 6-8), where the device is 
programmed to operate in accordance with the program in order to realize the functionality of 
that program. These claims do meet this criterion and are therefore deemed non-statutory. 
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4. Furthermore, claim 53 recites "tangible medium". Applicant is requested to remove this 
limitation since the specification does not define it and its statutory scope can not be determined 
from the specification. An acceptable word replacement can be "hardware". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-5,8-10,12-33,35-37,53 and 54 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gershman et al (US Patent No 6,401,085). 

7. In reference to claims 1,53 and 54, Gershman teaches a personal base process on a 
computer system, a computer program on a computer network, and an information handling 
system, all respectively comprising: 

a personal base instance on at least one of said nodes on said computer system, said personal 
base instance being constructed and arranged to communicate with a user (column 39 lines 27- 
47, Gershman discloses a browser user interface for user persona interaction); 

a personal base server on at least one of said nodes on said computer system, said personal 
base server being constructed and arranged to communicate with said personal base instance and 
at least one of said nodes of said computer system other than said user (Figure 10A and column 
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39 lines 53-67, Gershman discloses a web server 1020 communicating with the browser and 
other network nodes); and 

wherein: the personal base instance is configured to: 

communicate with the personal base server (column 40 lines36-37, Gershman discloses 
browser communicating with web server); 

communicate with a plurality of third parties (column 40 lines 43-52, Gershman discloses 
communicating with content providers); and communicate with the user (column 40 line 38, 
Gershman discloses user communicating with the browser); 

wherein: 

the personal base instance is configured to communicate with the plurality of third parties 
through the personal base server (column 40 lines 43-52, Gershman discloses communicating 
with content providers); and 

the user does not communicate with the personal base server (column 40 line 38, Gershman 
discloses user communicating with the browser). 

8. In reference to claims 2 and 3, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 1 , 
wherein said personal base process further comprises a database in functional communication 
with said personal base instance, said database constructed and arranged to store data originating 
from said personal base instance (column 39 line 57 - column 40 line 25). 

9. In reference to claims 4 and 5, Gershman teaches a personal base process as in claim 1 , 
wherein said personal base process further comprises a database in functional communication 
with said personal base instance, said database constructed and arranged to provide data to said 
personal base instance (column 39 line 57 - column 40 line 25). 



Application/Control Number: 09/822,097 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2157 

10. In reference to claims 8,10 and 12, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in 
claim 1 , wherein said node of said system in communication with said personal base server is a 
second instance of a personal base (column 40 lines 35-50, it is an inherent teaching within 
Gershman that more than one terminal can be in communication with personal base). 

11. In reference to claim 9, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 1 , 
wherein said node of said system in communication with said personal base server is a second 
user (column 40 lines 35-50). 

12. In reference to claims 13 and 14, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 
1 , wherein said node of said system in communication with said personal base server is another 
software process; and a third party institution (column 39 line 57 - column 40 line 25). 

13. In reference to claims 15-26, 3 1 and 32, Gershman teaches the personal base process as 
in claim 1 . Gershman further teaches wherein said node of said system in communication with 
said personal base server can be any of a telephone caller; an e-mailer, via a telephone; via a 
personal computer; via a facsimile; via a personal digital assistant; via a keyboard; via a touch 
sensitive video screen; via e-mail; via a Web page; via a mobile telephone; via a server 
computer; via a pager (see Figure 17). 

14. In reference to claim 27, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 1, 
wherein communication between said personal base instance and said user is via a smart card, 
(column 44 lines 15-20). 

15. In reference to claims 28-30, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 1, 
including where a user is authenticated, and wherein said communication between said personal 
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base instance and said user is authenticated via an identification card; via a smart card; and via a 
credit card (column 44 lines 15-37). 

16. In reference to claim 33, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 1, 
wherein said personal base has at least one special layer devoted to a specific function (column 
41 lines 7-17). 

17. In reference to claim 35, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 33, 
wherein said special layer is devoted to employer information (column 41 lines 14-16 & 35). 

18. In reference to claim 36, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 33, 
wherein said special layer is devoted to scheduling information (column 40 line 45). 

19. In reference to claim 37, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 33, 
wherein said special layer is devoted to messages (column 40 line 46). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

21. Claim 11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Gershman et al 
(US Patent No 6,401,085). 

22. In reference to claim 1 1 , Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 1 , 
wherein said node of said system in communication with said personal base server is a second 
personal server. "Offical Notice" is taken that multiple servers can host a single personal base 



Application/Control Number: 09/822,097 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2157 

service as is the case when multiple servers are used to host a single website. It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Gershman wherein said node of said system 
in communication with said personal base server is a second personal server as is the case when 
multiple servers are used to host a single website 

23. Claims 6,7 and 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gershman et al (US Patent No 6,401,085) in view of Moshfeghi et al (US Patent No 
6,076,166). 

24. In reference to claims 6 and 34, Gershman teaches the personal base process as in claim 
1 . Gershman fails to explicitly teach wherein said personal base server has a dedicated medical 
layer. However, Moshfeghi teaches a personalized hospital portal for the purpose of 
personalizing medical network accessibility for users (column 2 lines 5-10, 25-40 & 58-64). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Gershman by 
making the personal base server as a dedicated medical layer as per the teachings of Mashfeghi 
for the purpose of personalizing medical network accessibility for users. 

25. In reference to claim 7, Gershman teaches the base process as in claim 6. Gershman fails 
to explicitly teach wherein said node of said system in communication with said dedicated 
medical layer of said personal base server is a medical institution. However, Moshfeghi teaches a 
personalized hospital (medical institution) portal for the purpose of personalizing medical 
network accessibility for users (column 2 lines 5-10, 25-40 & 58-64). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Gershman by 
making the node of said system in communication with said dedicated medical layer of said 
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personal base server is a medical institution as per the teachings of Mashfeghi for the purpose of 
personalizing medical network accessibility for users. 

Conclusion 

26. The above rejections are based upon the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims. 
Applicant is advised that the specified citations of the relied upon prior art, in the above 
rejections, are only representative of the teachings of the prior art, and that any other supportive 
sections within the entirety of the reference (including any figures, incorporation by references, 
claims and/or priority documents) is implied as being applied to teach the scope of the claims. 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See attached Form 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAMY M. OSMAN whose telephone number is (571)272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RMO 

March 16, 2008 
/Ario Etienne/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2157 



